
   

  

Cathedral Swapshop  

 

 
 

In January, Tom hosted the 

trainees’ first ‘swapshop’ at 

Worcester Cathedral library. The 

purpose of the swapshops is to 

allow the trainees to share 

knowledge and learn from one 

another, as well as to experience 

some time in a different heritage 

workplace. 

 

Danielle describes the day:  

One significant highlight of this 

traineeship has been the hands on 

experience of collections care. 

Despite working with archives and 

books previous to this placement, I 

had little knowledge of the correct 

procedures and appropriate 

materials to use when wrapping 

and packing away objects and 

documents. The swap shop at the 

Cathedral provided a great 

opportunity to watch both Tom and 

Etta share their expertise with the 

group. I observed them as they 

carefully pieced together a 

seventeenth-century bible which 

was in a poor condition and utilised 

the acid-free tissue paper to create 

buffers between the bible and the 

box it was housed in. Tom taught 

us the method for wrapping 

oversized and odd-shaped items, 

such as a crucifix, which differ from 

the remainder of the collection. As 

well as safeguarding the collection, 

Tom also demonstrated the correct 

use of a conservation vacuum 

cleaner. I am hoping to use this 

technique at the Research 

Collections for some of our older 

material which needs a little care.  
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We are the third and final 

group of HLF funded Skills for 

the Future graduate trainees 

in Worcestershire. The project 

aims to provide practical 

experience and the 

opportunity for training to 

those who wish to pursue a 

career in the heritage sector.  

 

Through this newsletter, 

which will each be edited by a 

different Graduate Trainee, 

we will keep you updated on 

our activities including 

training, site visits, projects 

and events at our heritage 

sites. We also regularly 

update our Worcestershire's 

Treasures group blog 

www.worcestershiretreasur

es.wordpress.com. This 

newsletter was edited by Etta 

Griffiths and Rachel Murphy, 

and will provide an update on 

the trainees. 
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Looking Back 

 

The trainees reflect on their 

favourite projects so far …  

 

Etta has particularly enjoyed 

creating the events programme for 

both museums. She has planned 6 

events with crafts and activities to 

engage visitors with science. For 

the Easter Cell event she really 

enjoyed making the prop for the 

#cellfies and it’s great to be able to 

share it with social media 

audiences.  

 

 
 

Tom was kept busy with 

preparations for the refurbishment 

work on the library’s ceiling, which 

began in February.  Along with his 

supervisor and volunteers, he 

helped to pack up the library’s 

books so that they can go into 

storage for the duration of the 

works. Individually wrapping over 

5500 books was certainly a 

daunting task, but thanks to the 

staggering efforts of existing 

volunteers, as well as a few new 

ones who joined to help out, they 

successfully completed the task. 

  

As part of this process, the team 

went through every single book in 

the library. So many really 

interesting things turned up – such 

as letters hidden between pages, 

fragments of medieval manuscripts 

in the bindings of later books, and 

the vast scale of the library’s 

holdings of 16th Century printed 

Hebrew books - one of the Bishops 

took a serious interest in the study 

of the language. 

 

At the University of Worcester 

Research Collections, working on 

the Batho Collection has been a 

highlight for Danielle, as she has 

been able to participate in the 

entire process, from boxes to 

cataloguing. In previous 

experience she has worked with 

existing collections, so she has 

liked being part of the acquisition 

and accessioning of a new 

collection. Danielle is also in the 

early stages of planning an event 

to give academics the opportunity 

to view the books, and to advise 

on their storage and use; working 

with academics should provide her 

with a great networking opportunity 

as well as tips on how to increase 

awareness of the collection to the 

university students. 

At Worcester City Museum and Art 

Gallery, Emalee has curated 

Stanhope Forbes England. From 

securing loans and insurance to 

planning the hang and 

interpretation, she says it has been 

a fantastic educational and 

creative experience throughout. 

 

Rachel has really enjoyed being 

part of the Museum of Royal 

Worcester’s project working with 

people living with dementia - a 

series of arts workshop in 

partnership with a local artist, 

Worcester Arts Partnership and 

Alzheimer’s Society 

Worcestershire. She also recently 

saw the launch of the Worcester 

Heritage Walk – a trail to introduce 

visitors to the variety and breadth 

of heritage sites in the city.  

 

Lily has relished the opportunity to 

plan and deliver her own object 

handling session for a local school 

visit. Based on museum practice, 

pupils had to work out what objects 

were and fill out an object record. 

This included fields such as 

material(s), condition, damage and 

required a small sketch. Pupils 

then swapped records and used 

the information to match up the 

objects and the records. 

 

A schools’ archaeology workshop 

has been the project Sarah has 

felt proudest to be involved with.  

This involved travelling to a school 

to deliver a workshop, with Sarah 

leading a session making clay 

pots. Not only did the children 

learn a lot, Sarah did too! 
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Interesting Objects 

A spotlight on the treasures we have uncovered 

 

At the Cathedral, Tom and his colleagues 

discovered a full page in a medieval register that 

was given over to an illustration of a leaf. 

Underneath the pictures was an inscription claiming 

that the above had been presented to Worcester 

Priory in 1448; much discussion ensued amongst 

the Cathedral library volunteers over just what the 

leaf could be. A number of suggestions were put 

forward, including fig, grape vine or hop. Eventually 

the consensus fell to hop, but they decided to seek 

professional advice. Just before Christmas, the 

Royal Horticultural Society responded, saying that it 

was indeed most likely to be a hop. The library are 

very excited by this, as if it is a hop, the drawing 

constitutes the first evidence of the crop being grown 

in England, predating existing sources by over half a 

century. 

 
 

Etta loves this piece of dentistry kit from the George 

Marshall. It’s a teeth articulation set from the 20th 

century. Used by dentists to ensure dentures would 

fit together well. It’s fascinating, slightly sinister and 

weirdly comical. 

 

Danielle unearthed a book from 1912 entitled The 

Boy’s Own Book of Indoor Games and Recreations, 

which is full of activities and crafts for children to 

complete at home. It is particularly interesting as it 

forms a stark contrast to the more modern collection 

of activity books for children in the Marks Collection. 

The issue of gender and use of materials are two 

examples of changes over the century. 

 

At the Elgar Birthplace Museum, Lily’s favourite 

item is Elgar's Microscope and slides: Elgar had a 

great passion for science and even had a shed in his 

garden that he used for his experiments, that he 

called his 'Ark'. This has inspired an event for this 

year's family learning programme, and in March the 

museum invited visitors to discover microscopes 

both old and new, as part of an event run in 

association with the Quekett Microscopical Club to 

celebrate British Science Week. 

 

Emalee discovers something new to love every day 

she works in the art store, but she is particularly 

attached to Wintertime at Malvern, Worcestershire 

by Harry William Adams for its restrained but 

confident use of colour, and its incredible texture. 

 

Rachel is strangely fond of this pink plate – it is 

relatively low key compared to some of the 

museum’s other treasures! She likes the contrast 

between the traditional Worcester florals and the 

Arabic script in the centre. It is from a service made 

for His Highness Willajah Nabob Auzum Jar of the 

Carnatic, Madras in 1820. 

 

 

Sarah has been helping with the conservation of 

the Barnard Collection of scrap books.  In one 

book, amongst pages of drawings of ancient 

canoes, she discovered a scrap of wood that 

seems to have come from one of the canoes 

depicted.   


