
   

  

About us (from left to right)  

 

Rachel Murphy works at the 

Museum of Royal Worcester  

 

Tom Hopkins is at Worcester 

Cathedral Library and Archive 

 

Lily Dean works at the Elgar 

Birthplace Museum in Lower 

Broadheath near Worcester 

 

Etta Griffiths works at both the 

George Marshall Medical 

Museum and The Infirmary  

 

Emalee Beddoes is at Worcester 

City Museum and Art Gallery 

 

Danielle Joyce works at the 

University of Worcester Research 

Collections 

 

Sarah Ganderton is at 

Worcestershire Archive and 

Archaeology Service based at 

The Hive 

 

 

 

About the PG Cert  

In October the trainees started 

the Post Graduate Certificate 

which is provided as a part of the 

traineeships.  This is in Leadership 

and Management (Heritage) at 

the University of Worcester.   

The course, offered for the first 

time this year, consists of three 

modules, each of which has 4 full 

days worth of training at the 

beautiful Georgian City Campus 

(site of the old Worcester Royal 

Infirmary and now the University 

of Worcester Business School) 

 

The first module has allowed 

them to examine their own 

personal and professional 

development needs and to see 

how they fit within their 

organisations.  

The first assignments are due in 

January so they will be busy 

writing over Christmas. 
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We are the third and final 

group of HLF funded Skills 

for the Future graduate 

trainees in Worcestershire. 

The project aims to provide 

practical experience and 

the opportunity for training 

to those who wish to pursue 

a career in the heritage 

sector.  

 

This second newsletter was 

edited by Sarah Ganderton 

and will show how the 

seven new trainees are 

learning and developing 

through the scheme. 

 

Through this newsletter, 

which will be edited by a 

different Graduate Trainee 

each time, we will keep 

you updated on our 

activities including training, 

site visits, projects and 

events at our heritage sites. 

We also regularly update 

our Worcestershire's 

Treasures group blog 

www.worcestershiretreasur

es.wordpress.com.  
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Pet projects 

Notes on some of our most enjoyable tasks so far 

Now that they have settled in the 

trainees are all working on 

interesting projects in their 

different workplaces as well as 

starting a Post Graduate 

Certificate at the University of 

Worcester on Leadership and 

Management (Heritage). 

 

Etta has been helping to write The 

Infirmary events leaflet for  2015.  

She is in the process of 

creating a summer 

holiday programme of 

scientific activity days. 

 

Tom has been continuing 

work on his exhibition on 

Early Modern travel 

writing.  He has also 

started to plan a major 

project for 2015 to 

decant the majority of 

the library's books to 

temporary storage for renovation 

work. 

 

Danielle has been working on her 

blog posts for the Research 

Collections. The most popular 

post this month was about the 

Discovering Collections, 

Discovering Communities 

conference entitled #DCDC14. It 

was even commended by the 

Research Libraries UK on twitter.  

Have a look here:  

http://worcestershiretreasures.wor

dpress.com/2014/10/30/dcdc14/ 

 

 

At Worcester City Museum and 

Art Gallery Emalee has continued 

her work on the upcoming 

Stanhope Forbes exhibition. She 

has been researching for panels, 

dealing with loans administration 

and learning lots along 

the way.  

 

Rachel has been working on 

‘Creating the Past’.  This is a new 

project working with people living 

with dementia; in partnership with 

both Worcester County Council 

and Alzheimer’s Society 

Worcestershire. 

 

Lily planned, marketed and ran a 

family-friendly trail for October 

half term.  Visitors were 

encouraged to discover 

different sounds using natural 

material found in the 

Museum's gardens.  She also 

organised for The Music 

Workshop Company to 

come to the museum to run 

soundscape workshops for 

the event.  

 

Sarah has been working with 

the Archaeology team at 

The Hive this month.  An 

Archaeology Day School in 

Warwickshire provided her with 

the opportunity to learn lots 

before helping with the 

Worcestershire Day School and a 

trip to Birmingham allowed her to 

get her hands mucky; making 

pots with the pupils at 

Marlborough Primary School (see 

picture). 

Top tip for 

interpretation 

'Never underestimate 

intelligence but never 

overestimate knowledge' – 

Etta 
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Interesting objects 

A spotlight on the treasures we have uncovered 

  

Tom found a copy of Olaus Rudbeck’s 

Atlantica. This rare book from 1679, written by 

an academic at Uppsala in Swedish and Latin, 

narrates the rather unlikely tale that the lost city 

of Atlantis – was located in Sweden. Swedish is 

(it alleges) the one original language from 

which all others are derived. But why was this in 

Worcester? After a bit of digging Tom 

discovered that one of Worcester's Canon 

Librarians in the 1680s had been to Sweden as a 

diplomat in the previous decade meeting the 

best and brightest Scandinavian intellectuals. 

 

This annual (below) stood out for Danielle as it 

was an unexpected find amongst the 

newpaper cuttings and letters within the 

University of Worcester Research Collection.  

Part of the Brown Collection on G. A. Henty: it 

contains an article on what young boys like to 

read and regards Henty as a respected 

children’s author; amongst an assortment of 

religious, well-being and art-related articles.   

 

 

  

 

Etta found an unusual baby's feeding bottle at 

the George Marshall Medical Museum.  It’s 

made out of cow horn with a leather teat.  She 

says: “It would have been a breeding ground 

for bacteria but an ingenious use of natural 

resources nonetheless.”  

 

Emalee found some wonderful clothes in the 

store rooms.  Museums Worcestershire owns one 

of Charles Sherwood Stratton's (better known as 

Tom Thumb) suits. Inspired by Matt Fraser's 

incredible keynote speech at the Museums 

Association Conference 2014, she is now 

working towards re-interpreting this item. 

 

Rachel has been admiring the dinnerware 

services commissioned by various royal and 

noble families on display at the Museum of 

Royal Worcester. They certainly are beautiful 

and perhaps they will inspire some future family 

events or projects. 

 

Sarah's favourite document this month was one 

that she helped a customer to find. Straight 

away the reference number took him to the 

right page, of the right book, in the right box. It 

was an accounts book for Hartlebury Castle, 

showing where stone was purchased for 

renovations. 
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Find Us… 

 Worcestershire's Treasures Blog 

www.worcestershiretreasures.wordpress.com 

 Twitter: @WorcsTreasures 

 

Recommended websites 

 http://thelearningplanet.wordpress.com/ 

 http://www.show.me.uk/    

 http://www.artsaward.org.uk/  

Training 

A brief summary of some of the informative courses we have attended  

In the next issue…  

 The impending Cathedral Library move  

 The trainees go to London for site visits 

 A Christmas party with the trainees' supervisors  

 

 

 All the trainees attended training on 

fundraising which is integral for many aspects 

of the heritage sector.  

 

 Sarah is taking a British Sign Language course 

to understand the needs of deaf customers. 
 

 National Curriculum training for all the trainees 

which Etta and Rachel found extremely useful 

to provide an insider's perspective.  

 

 Emalee attended the Marches Network loans 

training with Birmingham Museums’ 

conservator Jane Thompson-Webb at the 

Museum of Carpet, Kidderminster. 

 

 Sarah visited Dudley Archive and Local 

History Centre to shadow their staff and see 

a different archive in operation. 
 

 Tom has been putting into use what all the 

trainees learnt on an exciting writing course as 

he finalises the text panels for his exhibition.  

 

 Tom and Danielle visited Hereford Cathedral to 

see their library and archive and meet their 

staff; checking out the parallels between 

different organisations.  
 

 Emalee, Etta and Rachel went to the Museums 

Association Conference 2014 in Cardiff which 

they found insightful and thought provoking. 

 

 Sarah, Tom and Danielle attended the 

Research Libraries United Kingdom’s 

Conference on Discovering Collections, 

Discovering Communities in Birmingham. 

 

 All the trainees had a fantastic day in Bristol 

visiting a variety of different museums and 

archives. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nurturing Worcestershire's treasures is a Heritage Lottery Funded scheme in 

partnership with Worcestershire County Council and the University of Worcester. 

              

Training feature 

Lily has been very busy with education training this 

month to plan the schools programme at the Elgar 

Birthplace Museum.  She trained as an Arts Award 

advisor for Discover and Explore levels. This is a 

national series of awards for young people to 

promote arts engagement and leadership.  Together 

with Etta and Rachel she also became an advisor for 

up to Bronze and Silver levels.  These are for post-

primary young people and might suit museums with 

youth councils or work experience students.  A course 

with the Oxford University Museum Skills for the Future 

trainees on Early Years – Key Stage 2 continued the 

education focus of her training.  
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